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Left: Sarah Anne Johnson, Puzzle Pieces, 2013

Sarah Anne Johnson
Artist

In 2007, Winnipeg artist Sarah Anne Johnson’s entire first show at the Julie Saul Gallery was scooped up by
the Guggenheim Museum. “It exceeded any hopes and dreams I had for myself. In one month, everything
changed,” explains the 37-year-old Yale grad and teacher. The National Gallery bought most of her second show,
and the third was purchased by collector Michael Nesbitt and donated to the Art Gallery of Ontario. This year,
Johnson’s Basel presence will be felt at the Julie Saul Gallery with new pieces about intimacy. Heading into the
bedrooms of her friends to capture “intimate moments,” Johnson says, “These surrogate bodies [served] as blank
canvases to paint over with hopes, insecurities and desires for romance.” When it comes to her own art collection,
she says, “I’d consider re-mortgaging my house to buy one of Shary Boyle’s porcelains.” —A .B.
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What do you think?

Read more about Art Basel, Art Basel Miami, Daniel Faria, Diane Vachon, Douglas Coupland, Hugh Scott-
Douglas, Jeanie Riddle, Judith Tatar, Julia Dault, Karel Funk, Kathleen Brown, Kitty Scott, Kristine Moran,
Laing Brown, Miami Travel Guide, Nada, November 2013, Paddy Johnson, Print edition, Rui Amaral, Sarah
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